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Tasty Little Heralds of Spring

Native Plant Sale

By: Jennifer Meyer, Naturalist

Friends of JCC is sponsoring a native plant sale this
spring to help people obtain native species.

Don’t stress over the dandelions; they are an important early food
for bees, they are good for you and so easy to find. It’s only
mid-March and their little toothed leaves are already the majority
of the greenery in my yard. I’m excited since I won’t be
harvesting from my cultivated garden for weeks and there are
plenty of options for us to dine upon. Violet rhizomes anyone?
(Safety Note: only eat yard greens if they’ve not been sprayed
for several years and are away from high traffic areas.)
One cup of dandelion greens provides 25 calories, 111% of your
Vitamin A, 2g of fiber, 200mg of Calcium and a sense of
accomplishment that comes with a tasty and FREE meal.
Since many wild greens haven’t been bred into mild flavors, it
can take some clever culinary tactics and proper harvest timing to
bring them to the table and get them eaten. Pick the young, tender
leaves from plants that have not yet flowered. The nutritious)
strong flavors are good for your digestion and made more
palatable by incorporating them into salads or sautéing them.
When it comes to salads, it really is all about the dressing and
slowly increasing the ratio of wild greens into the domestics.
I’ve found that shredding the leaves and adding them to a dish is
perfect camouflage, especially if you are trying to feed skeptics.
(Confession time: Yes family, I’ve been feeding you weeds for
years. That John Deere Farmer Cake you all like so well is just
banana bread with chocolate chips and random greens thrown in
with a thick layer of cream cheese frosting. No, it is not always
Italian seasoning in the pasta sauce.) A commercially prepared
poppy seed dressing is a wonderful balance to the wild greens for
a raw salad. Or just go full Midwestern; cover it with Ranch
dressing and enough shredded cheese to make anything edible.
See Jen’s delicious recipe for Sautéed Greens on the last page of
this newsletter!! It works with dandelions, spinach, chard, nettles,
plantain, turnips and more! If you are on our email list, watch for
Jen’s article on Morels in the May Hurstville Happenings!

Live plants include: butterfly milkweed, rough
blazing star, purple coneflower, cardinal flower.
Seed packets include: common milkweed, foxglove
beardtongue, hairy mountain mint, purple giant
hyssop, rose milkweed, smooth blue aster, lance
leaf coreopsis, wild bergamot, little bluestem, side
oats grama and premade pollinator mixes.
Cost is $3.50 for live plants
$3.00 per seed packet

Order forms and payment due
by Monday, April 4 at Noon
Order forms available at the Hurstville Center and
online at www.mycountyparks.com/county/Jackson/
Content/Whats-New.aspx

Campgrounds Opening Soon!
Spruce Creek & South Sabula Lake Parks will open
Friday, April 1 for the 2016 camping season. Water
will be turned on April 15. Dates are dependent on
weather and water levels.

Coupon books are available for purchase. They
include 7 nights of camping, a $119 value, for only
$99! That’s a $20 savings. Purchase at the
Hurstville Center or from the campground hosts.

1st Monarch Sighting!
We want to know when the first monarch
butterfly arrives in Jackson County to include
in our phenology calendar. When you see one
this spring, snap a photo and email us the picture along with the location, date and time.
We have a prize for the first 3 sightings!

You Deserve to Reserve!
As we plunge deeper into the digital age, Jackson County Conservation is striving to make our
facilities as convenient and accessible as possible. By mid-2016, patrons can register for programs,
reserve the community room, make a donation, and reserve campground shelters online!
Follow the simple steps below to reserve and register:

To Register for an Event

To Reserve a Facility

Step One: Go to jacksonccb.com
Step Two: View Events

Step One: Go to jacksonccb.com
Step Two: View facilities

Step Three: Click on desired event and
click “Register Online”

Step Three: Click on desired facility and
click “Book Now” if available.

Step Four: Sign in or create an account
Step Five: Add per sonal, payment and
special needs information if necessary.

Step Four: Sign in or create an account
Step Five: View availability and add to
cart.

Step Six: Add per sonal, payment and
special needs information if necessary.
Once you have created a profile, you can reserve and register for facilities, events, cabins and campsites at other
county parks on the same website!

Campsite reservation at Spruce Creek & South Sabula Lake
Park will be available January 5th, 2017
Questions? That’s what we’re here for. Call us at 563-652-3783 for technical assistance.

Spring Events
March
Backyard Abundance
Thursday, March 31 at 6:30 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
We invite you to attend this introduction to edible landscape
design presented by Fred Meyer, co-director of Backyard
Abundance. Learn how you can create delightful urban and
rural landscapes that benefit people and our environment
while yielding an abundance of food, build soil, prevent
erosion, clean water and air, support beneficial insects and
birds and sequester carbon. Sponsored by Jackson County
Master Gardeners, Women Land & Legacy and JCCB.

April
Woodcock Walk
Friday, April 1 at 7:00 pm
Whitewater Canyon
The woodcock mating ritual is truly a remarkable sight. This
small, camouflage, timber nesting bird has a few strange
attributes and will amaze hikers with its aerial acrobat moves!
Dress for the weather and be prepared to hike up to 1 mile.
Park is located 5 miles NE of Cascade off Curoe Road.
Herp Night
Saturday, April 2 from 8:00-10:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center & Survey Route
A sure sign of spring is hearing the frogs begin to call! And
dedicated volunteers are there, listening and collecting data as
part of the Iowa DNR’s Frog and Toad Call Survey. Join
Naturalist Jeny Meyer in conducting the count in our area.
We’ll begin at the Center where you’ll learn all about Iowa’s
frogs and practice identifying them by sound and sight. Then
hop in our van and go along with Jeny to the designated stops
between Maquoketa and Andrew to put your newly learned
skills to the test! RSVP required by March 31st.
Stream Monitoring
Saturday, April 9 at 1:00 pm
Hurstville Lime Kilns
Assist Naturalist Jessica Wagner in conducting basic water
chemical, physical and biological measurements on the
stream as part of the Iowa DNR’s IOWATER program, a
citizen volunteer water monitoring program. Equipment will
be provided. Wear clothes and shoes/waders that can get wet.
You can also assist from shore. All ages welcome.
Friends of JCC Quarterly Business Meeting
Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
Join Friends for their spring meeting and learn more about
how to become involved. Help make decisions about exhibits, special projects, and environmental education. Bring a
friend! Potluck at 6:30- Bring a dish to share; drinks and
table service provided. Friends Board meets at 6:00 pm.

Geocaching 101
Sunday, April 17 at 2:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
Learn the ins and outs of geocaching from local geocacher
Bob Koranda. Learn how to use a GPS device, what to do to
get started, how to geocache from your smartphone, the lingo
and more. Plus we’ll get you outside to find some geocaches
around the prairie to get a few under your belt!
Jackson County Conservation Board Meeting
Tuesday, April 19 at 6:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
The public is welcome to attend the monthly conservation
board meetings. Learn more about what is happening with
our county parks.
Walking Through History
Wednesday, April 20 at 1:00 pm
Whitewater Canyon
Cherie Haury-Artz, Archaeology Educator
for the Office of the State Archeologist, will guide us through
the cultural history and prehistoric technologies of the whitewater canyon area. Participants should be dressed in hiking
gear and have a full water bottle. Meet at Whitewater Canyon
at 1:00pm OR carpool from the Hurstville Interpretive Center
at 12:15. This is part of our OWL series—partnering with
Dubuque & Jones County Conservation to provide
educational events for our older, wiser and livelier adults!
Garlic Grab
Friday, April 22 from 5:30-7:30 pm
Prairie Creek Recreation Area
Get outdoors this Earth Day and help clear invasive garlic
mustard at a local park. Whoever pulls the most garlic
mustard will receive two nights of free camping! Plus door
prizes will be awarded. Meet at the parking lot on Summit
Street. Garbage bags and refreshments will be provided.
Wear sturdy shoes, long pants and gloves. All ages welcome!

Register for an Event
Some programs require pre-registration. To sign up for a
program, email jacksonccb@jacksonccb.com, call (563)
652-3783, or beginning this spring, go online to register!
www.mycountyparks.com/county/Jackson/Events.aspx
Event Cancellation
In some circumstances, weather or otherwise, we may
have to cancel a program. Anyone who registers for a
program will be contacted if the program is canceled.
We will send cancellation information to KMAQ 95.1
and post it on the Hurstville Center’s Facebook page.
Cost
Programs are free of charge unless otherwise noted.
Donations are accepted.

Spring Wildflower Walk
Saturday, April 23 at 9:30 & 10:30 am
Maquoketa Caves State Park
Join Naturalist Jeny Meyer for a wildflower walk during the
pancake breakfast at the park. Meet at the natural bridge at
either time for a fun 30 minute hike to learn to identify our
spring woodland wildflowers and a few wild edibles too!
Munch & Mingle—Friends Spring Fundraiser
Sunday, April 24 from Noon-1:30 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
Snakes are out of their winter dens, it’s time we are too! Join
us for a luncheon followed by a presentation featuring
Rebecca Chrisoffel. A taco buffet awaits with fresh meat,
beans and toppings with your choice of hard, soft or walking
tacos. A $5.00 donation is suggested.
Rattlin’ an Image of Iowa’s Snakes
Sunday, April 24 at 2:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
People’s beliefs about snakes, whether they are local or faroff species, are often fear-provoking and incorrect. Come to
learn of some commonly held beliefs about Iowa’s snakes,
and to uncover these snakes’ true character with Rebecca
Christoffel, president of the Snake Conservation Society.
This program will include an audio-visual presentation,
props, and live animals. No cost for program.
Tree Planting
Friday, April 29 from 9:00-Noon
Saturday, April 30 from 9:00-Noon
Pine Valley Nature Area
Volunteers wanted! We have 3,500 tree
seedlings to replant a clear cut from storm
damage at the park. Many hands are needed to plant trees.
Rough terrain, wear sturdy shoes and long pants. Bring
gloves, water bottle and tree bar if you have one. Tree bars
and other equipment will be provided. Spread the word and
gather your friends and family to help us with this large tree
planting! RSVP by Thursday, April 28 at Noon.

May
Rain Barrel Workshop
Saturday, May 7 at 1:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
Rain barrels collect rainwater and save the water for future
use—saving you money on your water bill when you use it to
water your garden or wash your car. Plus by storing the rain
water, you are reducing storm water runoff. All materials and
instruction will be provided at this workshop to build a 55gallon rain barrel. Cost is $40. Registration and payment
required by April 25.

Campground Programs

Campsite Reservation & Live Animals
Sat. May 28 at 6 pm at South Sabula Lake Park
Sun. May 29 at 6 pm at Spruce Creek Park
Join a naturalist in seeing live reptiles at the park shelter
while learning about our online campsite reservation system.

June
Free Fishing Clinic
Saturday, June 4 from 2:00-4:00 pm
Hurstville Fishing Pond
All ages are welcome to learn fishing basics at this clinic.
Practice casting, learn to tie a fisherman’s knot and more.
Then head to the pond to see if you can catch the biggest fish.
Lots of door prizes! Free event. Sponsored by Family Dollar.
Marsh Exploration
Saturday, June 11 at 1:00 pm
Hurstville Interpretive Center
Join a naturalist in exploring the Hurstville Marsh! Nets,
buckets and binoculars will aid us in discovering what’s
living here. Have fun catching frogs, bugs and identifying
birds and other wildlife we see or find signs of. All ages
welcome. Plan to get wet!
5k Mud Run
Saturday, June 25 at 10:00 am
Prairie Creek Recreation Area
Start summer off right with a trail run through Prairie Creek
Recreation Area. This 3-mile run will take you on trails
through woodlands, prairies and streams. $25 will register
you for the run and automatically put you in the running for
prizes. Join us after for a grill out and fun activities for the
whole family.
Prairie Creek Fun Day
Saturday, June 25 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Prairie Creek Recreation Area
We have big plans for our newest park; come see what we
have in store! Enjoy a grill out lunch ($), wagon ride, creek
exploration, scavenger hunt, and other outdoor activities.
Park in the following parking lots near the west entrance to
the park and catch a ride on the wagon that will be looping
through the parking lots and take you to the hub of activities:
Woodform, Inc, Jackson Manufacturing, or our parking lot on
Summit Street.

Nature Day Camps

At the Hurstville Interpretive Center
Adventure Camp
for youth entering Kdg & 1st grade

July 12, 13, 14 from 9:00-2:00 each day

Ranger Camp
for youth entering 2nd-4th grade

July 19, 20, 21 from 9:00-2:00 each day

Explorer Camp
for youth entering 5th-8th grade

July 26, 27, 28 from 9:00-3:00 each day.

Registration forms will be available April 1st at the
Hurstville Center or online at:

www.mycountyparks.com/county/Jackson/Content/Whats-New.aspx

**Friends 2016
Fundraising Campaign**
Prairie Creek Connections:

The Pavilion

Friends of Jackson County Conservation is embarking
on a large fundraising campaign this year to assist the
conservation board in their efforts to enhance Prairie
Creek Recreation Area. The Board’s plans include
creating a new fishing pond, interior roadway and
install utilities on the west end of the park (Phase 1).
Friends will be fundraising for a picnic shelter with
restrooms at the park. Overlooking the stream and
surrounding bluffs, ‘the knoll’ at the end of the
roadway is the perfect setting for the pavilion!
Right now we are estimating we will
need to raise $120,000. Friends have
$10,000 earmarked for the project, a
few memorial donations have already
come in, and Parks to People will
match 15%!!

We’ll need your help to
reach our goal!
Friends members are
currently working on the
design, cost and fundraising
strategies. More details to
come later this spring.
To make a donation:
Send a check to Friends of JCC 18670 63rd Street
Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 OR go online to
www.dbqfoundation.org/donors/giving-center/
Search for Grant Wood Mississippi River Region
Fund. Click Donate. Specify Prairie Creek Shelter in
the comments section.

Mark your calendars for the
Friends Spring Fundraiser
(We are changing things up from our regular soup supper.
Make sure to attend and check it out!)

Munch & Mingle
Sunday, April 24
From Noon-1:30 pm
At the Hurstville Interpretive Center
Join us for a luncheon for
some good food and great
company! A taco buffet
awaits with fresh meat,
beans and toppings with
your choice of hard, soft or
walking tacos. A $5.00
donation is suggested.

Come for the lunch and stay for an exciting and
educational program about snakes presented by
Rebecca Christoffel, president of the Snake
Conservation Society. Program is free

Snake Presentation at 2:00 pm
Food donations are welcome! Please email
Emily@jacksonccb.com or call us at (563)
652-3783 if you can contribute food or
supplies for this event. Thank you in advance!

Prairie Creek Fun Day
Saturday, June 25
At Prairie Creek Recreation Area

5K Mud Run at 10:00 am (registration required)

11:00 am—2:00 pm
Picnic at the park, scavenger hunt, creek
exploration, geocaching, and more! Hub of
activities will be held on ‘the knoll’ where the
picnic shelter will be built—come and see this
spectacular spot and learn more about Phase I
enhancements for the park!

Winter Activities with Jackson County Conservation
Volunteer
Dave Lauricha
talked to folks
during the
Dubuque Bald
Eagle Watch
about Iowa
wildlife and
Jackson
County Parks.

Easton Valley
4th graders
learn about
owls and
enjoyed
dissecting
owl pellets to
learn more!
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Jeny Meyer
teaches
kindergarteners
in Miles about
how animals
survive in the
winter. Students
enjoy all the
hands-on
components!

Visitors to the
Hurstville Center
always enjoy getting
a close look at the
resident turtles and
snakes. Visitors are
even allowed to
touch and hold the
critters. Make sure
to ask us to show
them to you on your
next visit!

A Special
Thank You!
Jackson County Conservation would like to thank
and acknowledge the following individuals,
organizations and businesses for their continued
support and donations. With your help, we have
been able to do so much more!!!
Volunteered for JCCB— Gerald Owen, Dean Nelson,
Larry Baker, Green Iowa AmeriCorps Volunteers
(Dubuque), Larry McDevitt, Chris Cornelius, Kathy
Wosaba, Don Yanda, Randy Bender, Ann Burns, Ben
Wagner, Kathi Atkinson, Dave Lauricha, Julie Reuter,
Jeremy Meyer, Karen Manning, Kim Jochum, Jo Ellen
Langerman, Bob Koranda, Fannie Miller, Alice Gilmore,
Wendy Hainstock, Chris Tubbs, Mary Hayward, Karen
Krueger, Kylee Stanton, Peggy Miller, Sandy Walton,
Cassie Sheehan, Dakota Jordan, Luke Johnson, Randy
Johnson, Jon Stroyan, Dawn Carstensen, Bob Walton
Donations—Maquoketa Lumber (lumber for swan
feeder), Skye Hankemeier (painted sign), John Eastman
(binoculars), Friends of JCC (new set of binoculars)
Cash Donations—Mary Hayward, Bill & Bonnie
Schwenker, Debra & Robert Lane Jr., Chris & Vicki
Meinecke, Mr. & Mrs. Ian Gutterman, Robert & Beth
Melvold, Sybesma Eye & Vision Center, Joseph &
Rosanne Schwager, Sue Spalding, Ann Burns, Marilyn
Frandsen, Mary Mether, Maquoketa Izaak Walton League
Donations made in memory of/or in honor of:
In honor of James Hayward, Amanda Yarolim,
Brian Hayward and their families.

Conservation Board Members
Randy Bender, Chair
Christine Cornelius
Kathy Wosoba
Larry McDevitt
Don Yanda

Bellevue
Andrew
Monmouth
Maquoketa
Maquoketa

The Jackson County Conservation Board meets
the third Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm.

Address & Contact Information
18670 63rd Street Maquoketa, IA 52060
Phone: (563) 652-3783
Fax: (563) 652-2191
Spruce Creek Shop (563) 872-3621
E-mail jacksonccb@jacksonccb.com
www.JacksonCCB.com
www.MyCountyParks.com/County/Jackson.aspx
www.facebook.com/HurstvilleInterpretiveCenter

Conservation Staff
Daryl Parker
Jessica Wagner
Ryan Owen
Jeannie Collins-Heer
Jerry Widel
Pam True
Jennifer Meyer
Emily Highnam

Executive Director
Environmental Ed. Coordinator
Park Ranger
Park Ranger
Operation Technician
Office Manager
Naturalist
Naturalist

In honor of Doc Rossman

Great Give Day

In memory of Jim Merrick

Tuesday, May 3

Thank you 2016 Animal Sponsors!
With your help, we are able to have live animals as
part of our environmental education programming!
Sybesma Eye & Vision Center—Trumpeter Swans
John & Jeanne Hoesley—Milk Snake
Robert & Beth Melvold—Black Rat Snake
Bill & Bonnie Schwenker—Box Turtle (Roxie)
Chris & Vicki Meinecke—Box Turtle (Ornate)
Bob & Deb Lane—Box Turtle (Angie)
Beth Norpel—Hissing Cockroaches
Beach Great Grandchildren (Burmahl, Coyle, Hafner,
Westphal and Wilms Families)—extra support!
Anonymous—Swans

563/872-5953
563/672-3590
563/673-4551
319/541-6357
563/652-2706

www.greatgiveday.org
The Community Foundation of Greater
Dubuque presents the third annual Great Give Day, an
online day of giving that brings community members
together for 24 hours to celebrate and support local
nonprofits. Every gift made on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 will
go directly to the nonprofit of your choice, helping them to
qualify for additional match dollars and prizes.
We appreciate any and all gifts to the Friends of
Jackson County Conservation Endowment Fund!
Endow Iowa Tax Credits
Those who give to a permanently endowed fund at a
qualified community foundation are eligible to
receive 25% tax credits for their gifts.

Hurstville Interpretive Center
Offices for Jackson County Conservation

Hours Monday—Friday 9:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday—Sunday April-Oct 12:00—5:00 pm
Outdoor Area is open 6:00am—10:30 pm

No Admission Fee!
Holidays:
No Holiday Closings this Spring; We are OPEN
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day

We reopen for weekends on April 2
What can I do at the Hurstville Nature Area?
 Walk the trails and explore
the prairie and marsh.
 Check out the exhibits
 Find the queen bee in the
observation hive
 Hold a snake; touch a turtle
 Go fishing at the pond
 View the trumpeter swans
 Play on the natural playscape and wade
in the pond
 Bring a picnic lunch and
spend the day!
 And much more…..

Join the JCCB E-Mail List
You can receive this newsletter plus other
correspondence via email. Send your name and e-mail
address to jess@jacksonccb.com or go online to
http://eepurl.com/_DS4D to join the email list.
In addition to the quarterly newsletter, you can opt in or
out of the Hurstville Happenings and other email blasts
from us. Bonus, photos and text are in color!

Jackson County Conservation

Geocaching Bird Safari
Explore Jackson County’s parks this summer!
Using GPS, find the 12 geocaches hidden at county
parks while learning about Iowa’s birds! Collect
the code word from each geocache.
Turn in the completed journal
with all 12 code words to the
Hurstville Interpretive Center to
receive a pathtag (pictured).
Journals available from the Hurstville Center or
download from our website www.jacksonccb.com.

Recipe for Sautéed Greens
Works with dandelion, spinach, chard, nettles, plantain,
lambs quarters, kale, turnips
Prep: 10 minutes Cook: 10 Minutes

Yields: 2 servings

INGREDIENTS
 1/4 cup pine nuts (any nut or seed will do)
 2 Tbsp. olive oil
 2 garlic cloves, minced
 1 bunch (~1b) greens (tough stem centers removed)
 1/2 to 1 teaspoon red pepper flakes
 Roughly 1/4 cup dry white wine (can sub in water
with a splash of balsamic vinegar or lemon juice)
 1/4 cup golden raisins
 Salt and pepper to taste
PREPERATION
1. Toast the pine nuts: Heat a large sauté pan on
medium-high heat and add the pine nuts. Stir or
toss the nuts
frequently. Toast them until they are fragrant and
begin to brown. Remove from pan and set aside.
2. Sauté garlic in olive oil: Add the olive oil to the
pan. Add the garlic and sauté for 30 seconds; the
pan is already hot, so it won't take long for the
garlic to brown.
3. Wilt the greens: Add the greens and mix well.
Sauté, stirring often, until the greens wilt and begin
to give up some of their water, anywhere from 1-2
minutes for spinach to 4-5 minutes for collards or
kale.
4. Add the nuts, raisins, salt, and red pepper flakes:
Stir in the nuts, raisins; sprinkle with salt and red
pepper flakes.
5. Add the white wine: Toss to combine and let the
liquid boil away. Once the liquid boils off, remove
from heat. Add salt and pepper to taste.

